October 28, 2025, 10:30-12:30
Spencer City Hall
101 W 5th St, Spencer, Iowa

(Attendance capped at 35)

It's Not Just Oregano: Cannabis in Iowa

Join us for a comprehensive examination of marijuana regulations in Iowa, featuring representatives from the Department of Public Safety and the Department of Health and Human Services. This presentation will explore both legal and illegal pathways related to marijuana use, including an in-depth review of medical cannabis, consumable hemp, and synthetic alternatives such as Delta-8 and K2. Attendees will gain a nuanced understanding of the current regulatory landscape and its implications for public health and safety.  

*Iowa attorneys - Continuing Legal Education (CLE) has been applied for and is pending.

 
Andrea is the Compliance Program Manager with the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services Bureau of Cannabis Regulation. She is a proud three-time Drake University alum, with degrees in pharmacy, law, and public administration. While in school, she focused on how legal compliance interfaces with healthcare, and how that interface impacts patients on both individual and systemic levels. After graduation, she practiced health and business law at a small firm in Des Moines before joining HHS in the beginning of 2023. In her current role, she oversees compliance for both the medical cannabis and consumable hemp programs. When she isn't working, Andrea can probably be found snuggled up with her golden retriever Dug while enjoying a good book. 

Catherine graduated with an undergraduate degree from the University of Iowa and a law degree with high honors from Drake University Law School.  She clerked for the 4th Judicial District in western Iowa and for the Honorable Gayle N. Vogel of the Iowa Court of Appeals.  After clerking, she practiced with a large Des Moines firm, focusing primarily on municipal liability defense, particularly defending law enforcement officers in civil suits.  Catherine joined the Iowa Department of Public Safety in 2019 as general counsel.  She unwittingly became annoyingly knowledgeable about Iowa cannabis law as it has grown and morphed. She lives in Johnston with her husband, two daughters, and 2-year-old golden retriever who is perfect and has finally stopped eating underwear. 

Please contact Bill McDaniel (bmcdaniel@shelbycounty.iowa.gov) to reserve your seat!
